























ACOR’s New Director: Barbara A. Porter

In April 2005, the ACOR Board of Trustees approved my
appointment as successor to Pierre Bikai upon his retirement.
A press release was posted on ACOR’s website in May as a
way of introduction to the ACOR community. I received my
A.B. from Bryn Mawr College in Classical and Near Eastern
Archaeology and my M.A., M. Phil., and Ph.D. from Colum-
bia University’s Department of Art History and Archaeology.
Edith Porada and Dominique Collon were advisors for my
Columbia dissertation entitled “Old Syrian Popular Style
Cylinder Seals.” By a quirk of fate, my twin sister and I ended
up receiving two high school diplomas, one from the Ameri-
can International School in Vienna, Austria, the very school
we started in, and the other from the American Community
School at Beirut, for which I have served on the Board of
Trustees for the past ten years. Because our father, Dwight J.
Porter, was a diplomat, we had the chance to live outside the
United States. Our mother, Adele Ritchie Porter, was a water-
color artist whose enthusiasm for art and culture was passed
down to her six children.
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Barbara A. Porter and Christopher A. Tuttle; photo by M. Hajnalova

In terms of my professional career, I taught at New York
University in the 1990s for several semesters in the Depart-
ment of Fine Arts. I was on the curatorial staff of The
Metropolitan Museum in New York from 1978 to 1986; first
in the Department of Egyptian Art for five years and then the
Department of Ancient Near Eastern Art. Since 1986 I have

been affiliated with the museum’s Education Department as a
gallery lecturer. The Met’s Development Department asked
me in 1996 to be the lecturer for a tour to Egypt, Jordan, and
Syria. That request led to ten years of accompanying archaeo-
logical groups across northern Africa and the Middle East
from Algeriato Iran. The freelance life that afforded such trips
has now ended with my move to Amman from New York City.

My first major visit to Jordan was in April 1967 when 1
came with my family from Beirut where we lived from 1965
to 1970. Since then there have been many visits but the longest
stay was for four months in 1977 when I came to work with Jim
Pritchard at Tell es Sa‘idiyeh. After that project was not
realized, Khair Yassine of the University of Jordan invited the
assembled team to work with him for the inaugural season at
Tell Mazar. Frequently on weekends we came to ACOR where
Jim Sauer was the director. It was memories of the importance
of ACOR to our dig life that were in the forefront of my choice
to apply for the directorship. My other archaeological work
has taken place in England, Austria, Italy, and for two seasons
at the site of Tell Leilan in northeastern Syria, a project
directed by Harvey Weiss of Yale University.

In June 2005, I visited ACOR for a few weeks to spend
time with the Bikais and become familiar with the center. |
learned quickly that I would be benefiting from an excellent
staff who have dedicated many years to ACOR. I list here by
years of service the core group in Amman who have worked
for ACOR for more than a decade: Mohamed Adawi (Abu
Ahmed), 1968 in Amman but 1960 in Jerusalem; Humi
Ayoubi, 1988; Sa’ed Adawi, 1988; Pat Masri, 1990; Kathy
Nimri, 1991; Abed Adawi, 1992; and Nisreen Abu Al-Shaikh,
1995.

Given that I have moved far away from many dear friends
and family members, I feel fortunate to have joined a new,
extended family. I know that I have inherited a wonderful
institution from Pierre and Patricia and look forward to guid-
ing ACOR in the next phase of its history. In my first year the
ICHAJ conference in Washington, D.C. will be a major
priority. This project should give me the chance to meet even
more people who are devoted to the heritage of Jordan.
Barbara A. Porter, ACOR

ACOR’s New Assistant Director in Amman:
Christopher A. Tuttle

Last fall Christopher Tuttle came to ACOR on the presti-
gious Samuel H. Kress Foundation Fellowship. When the
Bikais went to the United States for the ACOR board meeting
in Philadelphia, Chris was tasked to be the acting assistant
director. At that time several of the fellows in residence, as
well as a number of his mentors, suggested he apply for the
position and as a result he was hired in January 2006. Chris
grew up in Vermont and completed his B.A. in classical
studies from the University of Massachusetts in Boston. His
baccalaureate degree focused primarily on ancient religions
and mystery cults, but he also studied the history of heretical
movements in medieval Europe.

He has participated in the last two seasons of the Brown
University Petra Great Temple Excavation and will work
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there again this year with Martha S. Joukowsky for the
thirteenth season. As an archaeologist of the Hellenistic and
Roman periods in the Middle East, he is in the process of
writing his Brown University dissertation on the iconography
and functionality of Nabataean figurines. At Brown he was an
instructor for Archaeological Field Methods for the Center for
Old World Archaeology and Art and curated an exhibit there
on “Bronzes: selections from the vault.”

Chris has also been an archaeological intern at the Ecole
biblique et archéologique fran¢ais in Jerusalem and received
some basic training in conservation and restoration of artifacts
from Noel Siver at The British School for Archaeology in
Jerusalem. In the past few years he has participated in several
other archaeological projects in the region and conducted a
number of archaeological tours related to Nabataean sites.

Chris brings to ACOR extensive administrative and edit-
ing experience from both the academic and private sectors.
The assistant director has numerous and varied duties at
ACOR, especially now that two people are replacing three in
the senior management of the center. Don Keller, the assistant
director in Boston, remains intricately connected to our fel-
lowship process. Howeveritis Chris here in Amman who will
be answering the many questions we receive daily. He will
also follow and pursue the grants that are needed to maintain
the viability of the institution. His knowledge of the archaeol-
ogy of the region and his willingness to help all who come to
ACOR are assets to the institution.

Barbara A. Porter, ACOR

Under the Patronage of
HRH Prince Hassan Bin Talal of Jordan

10" International Conference on the
History and Archaeology of Jordan

CROSSING JORDAN

Wednesday, May 23 through
Monday, May 28, 2007
hosted by
George Washington University
Elliot School of International Affairs
Washington, D. C.

Organized by
The American Center of Oriental Research and
The Department of Antiquities of Jordan

Those wishing to attend or make a donation in support
of the conference should contact ACOR by email:

acor@go.com.jo

Presentation abstracts due September 15, 2006

Donors to ACOR

During July through December 2005, the following friends of
ACOR made donations:

General Donations were made by: Andrews University (cour-
tesy of @ystein LaBianca); Basilian Fathers of East Roches-
ter (courtesy of John R. Lee); Laird Barber; Ellen and
Nirmal Chatterjee; Connie and Terry Christensen; VirginiZl
and Wes Egan; Jane and Bob Geniesse; Victor R. Gold;
Anna Gonosova; Harold Forshey; The Joukowsky Family
Foundation; Ammar Khammash; John R. Lee; P.E.
MacAllister; Missy McHugh on behalf of fellow travelers
with Barbara Porter; Patsy Musto in honor of her mother,
Athanassia Callow; Jean A. Peyrat for visiting scholar
program in honor of Barbara Porter; Jimmy D. Schmidt;
Charles P. Schutt, Jr.; May Shaer; Cynthia L. Shartzer; Suha
Shoman; George M. Walker in honor of Dr. and Mrs.
Prescott H. Williams, Jr.; James R. Wiseman; Judy and
Harold Zimmerman

Beidha Documentation Project: The Dick and Betsy DeVos
Foundation

InsupportofalJordanian student: Judy and Harold Zimmerman

Petra Church Conservation Endowment: Joan Barker in honor
of Dorothy and Omar Barker

The Anne Ogilvy Memorial Library Endowment: Ames Plan-
ning Associates, Inc. as matching Roger Boraas gift; Laurie
A. Brand; Robin Brown; Nancy R. Coinman; John R.Lee
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Sally and Bert de Vries Fellowship Endowment: Connie and
Roger Brummel; Sally and Bert de Vries; Patricia and Milo
Lipscomb; Sara Lipscomb

Jennifer Groot Fellowship Endowment: S. Thomas Parker

Harrell Family Fellowship: Brooke and Philip Harrell and
Edgar C. Harrell

The James Sauer Fellowship Endowment: Nancy Lapp:
Stephen Lintner and Pamela Johnson; S. Thomas Parker;
Jane and Prescott Williams

The MacDonald/Sampson Fellowship Endowment: David
McCreery; Marie Nowakowski; Nicholas Sampson

Donations of Books and Journals were received from:
Mohammed al-Khatatbeh; Zeyad al-Salameen; Rafi Al-
Tahat; Patricia M. Bikai; José Maria Blazquez-Martinez;
Jean Michel Casa; Kimberly Cavanaugh; Geoffrey A. Clark;
Rami Farouk Daher; Rochelle Davies; Bert de Vries; Fred
Donner; Jacqueline C. Gysens; Timothy Harrison; David
G. Hirsch; Ulrich Hiibner; Middle Eastern Culture Center in
Japan’s Islamic Archaeological Mission in Egypt; Zeidan
Kafafi; Chrysanthos Kanellopoulos; Hans-Dieter Kind;
John R. Lee; Thomas Levy; Russell E. Lucas; Yiannis
Meimaris; David Myers; Deborah Olszewki; Tsvetomira
Pashova-Salim; Joseph Patrich; Alexandra Retzleff; Jerome
C. Rose; Shari Saunders; Jacques Seigne; Salvatore Settis;
Brian Seymour; Simmons College (courtesy of Michele V.
Cloonan); Gerhard Thiir; Ramzi Touchan; Uniwersytet
Jagielloski, Instytut Archeologii, Krakow; Tomasz
Waliszewski; Bethany Walker



Director’s Report:
July through December 2005

Pierre M. Bikai
ACOR Projects

Beidha Excavation Project, ACOR, Patricia Bikai, Chrysan-
thos Kanellopoulos, Shari Saunders, and Naif Zaban,
ACOR’s USAID Endowment

Rajl: Cairn of the Mermaids, Pierre M. Bikai, IRG Cultural
Preservation Fund and ACOR’s USAID Endowment

Petra, Petra Mapping Project, ACOR and Hashemite Uni-
versity, ACOR’s USAID Endowment

ROt DR GRS ISR 2
Pierre Bikai and Talal Akasheh of Hashemite University sign the
agreement for the final phase of the Petra Mapping Project

Fellows in Residence

Council of American Overseas Research Centers (CAORC)
Senior Fellows:

Julie Peteet, University of Louisville; Closure. The Land-
scape of Human Mobility [Sept.—Dec. 2005]

Andrew M. Smith II; Nabataean Identity, Community, and
State Formation [Dec. 2005-Mar. 2006]

Council of American Overseas Research Centers (CAORC)
Fellows:

Glenn Joseph Corbett, University of Chicago; Locational
Analysis of Petroglyphs in the Wadi Hafir of Southern
Jordan [Sept. 2005-Jan. 2006]

Laura Pearl, University of Michigan; The Personal is Politi-
cal: Islamic Religious Practice as Political Activism at
Yarmouk University, Jordan [completing 2003-2004 fel-
lowship]

Anne-Marie Pedersen, University of Louisville; English-
Language Writing Practices of Jordanian Research Schol-
ars: Perceptions of Source Use and Documentation [Sept.
2005-Mar. 2006]

Michael S. Zimmerman, Brown University; The Hellenistic
and Roman Pottery from the Field 1 (Village) Excavations
at ‘Araq el-Emir, Jordan: A Typological and Comparative
Study [Sept. 2005-Jan. 2006]

Rear: Adolfo Muniz, Glenn (“Joey™) Corbett, Anne-Marie Pedersen,
Michael Zimmerman; Front: Sonya Jenssen, Laura Pearl, Julie
Peteet, Christopher Tuttle. Missing: Hannah Friedman, Tsveta
Pashova-Salim, Andrew Smith II

Samuel H. Kress Foundation Fellows:

Adolfo A. Muniz, University of California, San Diego: Feed-
ing the Periphery: The Early Bronze Age Environment and
Cultural Landscape of the Wadi Faynan, Southern Jordan
[Sept. 2005-Jan. 2006]

Christopher A. Tuttle, Brown University; Life in Miniature:
Figurines as Indicators of the Socio-Religious Culture of

Petra and the Nabataeans

[Oct. 2005-Feb. 2006]

Andrew W. Mellon Foun-

dation Fellow:

Tsvetomira Pashova-

Salim, University of St.

Kliment Ohridsky / Sofia

University, Bulgaria;

Multilevel Analysis of the

Use of Connectives in

Arabic Expository Texts

[Sept.—Dec 2005]

Harrell Family Fellow:

Hannah Friedman, Uni-

versity of Leicester, U.K.;

Roman Settlement and

Land Use in the Faynan

Pierre and Patricia Bikai Fellow:

Sonya Jenssen, University of Bergen, Norway; Evaluation of
Project Rainkeep run by @ystein LaBianca [Dec. 2005]

James A. Sauer Fellow:

Hannah Friedman, University of Leicester, U.K.; Roman
Settlement and Land Use in the Faynan [Oct. 2005]

Tsveta Pashova-Salim during her
fellowship presentation

For information on ACOR’s fellowships contact ACOR, 656
Beacon St., 5th Floor, Boston, MA 02215-2010; tel.: 617-
353-6571; e-mail: acor@bu.edu; web: www.bu.edu/acor.
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Publications

The Petra Papyri 1, edited by J. Frosén, A. Arjava, and M.
Lehtinen. This first volume begins with the historical and
archaeological context of the papyri; conservation; an outline
of the dating systems in them; and a study of the family of the
main character in the texts. The texts are documentary and
written in Byzantine Greek. The volume includes 11 main
documents and 5 minor ones, each with an introduction, Greek
transcript with critical apparatus, English translation, and com-
mentary. This large format (33 x 25 cm), cloth-bound volume
has 192 pages including 26 plates. $80.

The Petra Church by Z. T. Fiema, C. Kanellopoulos, T.
Waliszewski, and R. Schick. Report on the church excavated
by ACOR in Petra. With more than 700 illustrations, the
volume contains reports on all aspects of a project that exca-
vated what was probably the cathedral of Petra. This large
format (33 x 25 cm), cloth-bound volume has 464 pages, 36 in
full color. $150.

The Mosaics of Jordan by Michele Piccirillo. Large format,
cloth-bound volume includes 303 pages in full color with 824
illustrations, plans, and aerial photographs. $175.

The Great Temple of Amman: The Architecture by Chrysanthos
Kanellopoulos. The architecture of the temple that was exca-
vated and partially restored by ACOR. Large format, cloth
bound. $80.

JADIS: The Jordan Antiquities Database and Information
System: A Summary of the Data, edited by Gaetano Palumbo.
Basic information on nearly 9,000 archaeological sites from all
periods, plus 117 maps. This 453-page, hard-bound volume is
xerographically reproduced. $40.

The Great Temple of Amman: The Excavations by Anthi
Koutsoukou, Kenneth W. Russell, Mohammad Najjar, and
Ahmed Momani. Description of the 1990-93 excavations. This
hard-bound volume has 180 pages and 3 fold-out plates. $65.

Madaba: Cultural Heritage, edited by Patricia M. Bikai and
Thomas A. Dailey. Catalogue of the remains from the Early
Bronze Age through late Ottoman vernacular houses (113
pages, paperbound). Over 150 illustrations, five in color. In-
cludes a separate large map. An Arabic translation is available
upon request at no additional cost. $35.

Ancient Ammonites & Modern Arabs: 5000 Years in the Madaba
Plains of Jordan, edited by Gloria A. London and Douglas R.
Clark. Life across the centuries in the area excavated by the
Madaba Plains Project. $27.

The 150" Anniversary of the United States’ Expedition to
Explore the Dead Sea and the River Jordan by Robert E.
Rook. An assessment of the Lynch expedition in 1848. Hard-
bound volume of 32 pages. Many reproductions of Lynch’s
illustrations, including his three maps. $20.

Madaba Map Centenary 1897-1997. With assistance from ACOR,
the proceedings of a conference on the Byzantine mosaic map
have been published. This well illustrated hard-bound volume
has 278 pages, and is available for $125.

All prices include shipping.

ACOR’s Web Site: www.bu.edu/acor
ACOR’s e-mail addresses:
Boston: ACOR@bu.edu
Amman: ACOR@go.com.jo
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November 2005 Board Meeting

The ACOR Board of Trustees held their annual fall meeting in
Philadelphia on November 18, 2005. The major topics at the
meeting were the retirement of the Bikais and the transition
to the new director, Barbara A. Porter, as well as planning
for the upcoming ICHAJ 10 conference in 2007.

ACOR Trustees

Class of 2005: Mrs. Nancy Frederick; Dr. Harold Forshey; Mrs.
Widad Kawar; Mr. Randolph B. Old (Treasurer); Dr. S. Tho-
mas Parker (Second Vice President); H.E. Senator Leila Abdul
Hamid Sharaf; and Dr. James Wiseman

Class 0of 2006: H.E. Mr. Mohammed Asfour; Mrs. Jane Geniesse;
Mr. Sami Habayeb; Dr. Donald Henry; Dr. @ystein LaBianca;
Dr. Nancy Lapp; Dr. John P. Oleson; Mr. Neil Silberman; and
Mrs. Judy Zimmerman

Class of 2007: Mr. Henry Christensen III; Mr. Artemis A. W.
Joukowsky (President); H.E. Mr. Abdulelah M. Khatib; Mrs.
Nina Képriilii; H.E. Dr. Michel Marto; Dr. Bert de Vries; Dr.
Mary C. Wilson; and H.R.H. Prince Raad bin Zeid (First Vice
President)

Ex-Officio: Dr. Lawrence T. Geraty, ASOR President
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ACOR and its Newsletter
ACOR, the American Center of Oriental Research, is a non-
profit academic institute, the services of which are supported
through endowments, donations, and grants. ACOR is tax
exemptasaS01(c)(3)organization, as determined by the U.S.
Internal Revenue Service. Inquiries may be sent to ACOR,
P.O. Box 2470, Amman 11181, Jordan, Tel.: (962-6) 534-
6117, Fax: (962-6) 534-4181, e-mail: ACOR@go.com.jo, or
to ACOR, Boston University, 656 Beacon St., 5th Floor,
Boston, MA 02215-2010, Tel.: 617-353-6571, Fax: 617-353-
6575, e-mail: acor@bu.edu. The ACOR Newsletter is edited
by Patricia M. Bikai and Christopher A. Tuttle. Printed in

Jordan by National Press.




